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The United States Telephone Association (USTA) respectfully

submits its comments in support of several Petitions for

Reconsideration filed in the above-referenced proceeding. USTA

is the principal trade association of the exchange carrier

industry. Its membership provides over 98 percent of the

Od-IO

exchange carrier-provided access lines in the U.S. The majority

of USTA's member companies are small telephone companies which

provide telecommunications services to customers in rural areas.

It has been the stated intent of both the Congress and the

Commission to ensure that spectrum-based services are offered in

rural areas. The Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993

directs the Commission to award licenses in such a manner as to:

promote the development and rapid deployment of new technologies,

products and services for the benefit of the public, including

those residing in rural areas, without administrative or judicial

delay; and promote accessibility of new technology to the public

by avoiding excessive concentration of licenses and by

disseminating licenses among a wide variety of applicants,

including small businesses, rural telephone companies and
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businesses owned by members of minority groups and women.

Therefore, the Commission should promulgate rules to provide

rural telephone companies with every opportunity to participate

in the bidding process in order to obtain a license and offer

such services to their rural customers. The Commission has

reconsidered several aspects of its original rules to expand

rural telephone company opportunities. However, several

petitions for reconsideration have been filed seeking to further

increase rural telephone company participation. USTA supports

those petitions.

For example, both Century Telephone Enterprises and Citizens

Utilities Company propose limited changes to the definition of

rural telephone company which will ensure that rural areas served

by companies which may not meet the 100,000 access line

threshold, yet are truly rural in nature, may participate in the

bidding process already established for rural telephone

companies. These changes do not threaten the Commission's intent

to benefit rural telephone companies and will help to ensure that

Congress' directive to ensure the rapid introduction of service

to rural areas. Such changes should be adopted.

In addition, the Commission should reconsider its decision

not to give bidding credits to rural telephone companies. 1 Rural

telephone companies should be provided the same economic

opportunities as other designated entities given the capital

Ipetition for Partial Reconsideration of Minnesota Equal
Access Network Services, Inc. and South Dakota Network, Inc.
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intensive nature of the services to be provided.

Finally, as suggested by EATELCORP, Inc., the Commission

should amend its rules to provide that in order to qualify for

the preferences established for women and minority-owned

businesses, the company need not be 100 percent women and/or

minority-owned. The current rules will preclude certain

businesses owned and controlled by women and/or minorities from

qualifying for the preferences intended to benefit such

businesses. Such a result is directly contrary to the purpose

for the designated entity provisions and merits reconsideration.

Grant of these petitions will ensure that rural telephone

companies have the ability to provide new technologies to rural

customers.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary McDermott
Vice President and General

Counsel

Linda Kent
Associate General Counsel

1401 H Street, NW, Suite 600
Washington, D. C. 20005
(202) 326-7248

September 9, 1994
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Besozzi, Gavin & Craven
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Latham & Watkins
1001 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.e. 20004
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U.S. Small Business Administration
Washington, D.e. 20416

George Benson
e.E.O.
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Suite 2
Appleton, WI 54915

Arlene F. Strege
AT&T Bell Labs
Room 2A-382
67 Whippany Road
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Robert B. Kelly
Charles Hunter
Douglas L. Povich
Kelly, Hunter, Mow & Povich, P.e.
1133 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.e. 20036

Edward M. Johnson
P.O. Box 2688
Crossville, TN 38557

Mary e. Metzger
President
Wireless Services Corporation
127 Richmond Hill Road
New Canaan, CT 06840

Paul J. Fox, P.E.
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1000 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.e. 20036
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Milton Bins
Faye M. Anderson
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Suite 400
Washington, D.e. 20036
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Washington, D.e. 20036
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236 E. 6400 S.
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4659A South 28th Road
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Suite 105
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John Dudinsky & Associates
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6278 Gentle Lane
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Suite 300
Washington, D.C. 20037
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Stephan C. Sloan
170 Westminster Street
Suite 701
Providence, RI 02903

Leslie A. Taylor
Leslie Taylor Associated
6800 Carlynn Court
Bethesda, MD 20817

Ms. Eroca Daniel
220 East Wilbur Road
#A
Thousand Oaks, CA 91359

Lon C. Levin
Vice President and Regulatory
Counsel
AMSC Subsidiary Corporation
10802 Park Ridge Boulevard
Reston, VA 22091

Richard S. Myers
1030 15th Street, N.W.
Suite 908
Washington, D.C. 20005
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Manager
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Cooperative Association
Main Street
Box 197
New Effington, SD 57255
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APEX Welding, Inc.
P.O. Box 46199
Bedford, OH 44146
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President
Systems Engineering, Inc.
1851 Alexander Bell Drive
#104
Reston, VA 22091

Peter Tannenwald
Arent Fox Kintner and Kahn
1050 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036-5339

Frederick J. Day, Esquire
1110 North Glebe Road
Suite 500
Arlington, VA 22201-5720

Lee L. Selwyn
President
Economics and Technology, Inc.
One Washington Mall
Boston, MA 02108-2617

John P. Bankson, Jr.
Joe D. Edge
Neal M. Goldberg
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Hopkins & Sutter
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888 Sixteenth Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006

Richard L. Sipley
President
Euro-Tech Enterprises, Inc.
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Marlene C. Abe
341 N. San Roque Drive
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Howard M. Liberman
Arter & Hadden
1801 K Street, N.W.
Suite 400K
Washington, D.C. 20006

Ward Leber
18552 MacArthur Boulevard
Suite 200
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Bruce D. Jacobs
Glenn S. Richards
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Suite 800
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President
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Dr. Renee S. Harwick
1600 Galaxy Drive
Newport Beach, CA 92660

Larry Irving
Thomas Sugrue
William F. Maher
NTIA-U.S. Department of Commerce
Room 4713
14th and Constitution Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20230

Thomas A. Stroup
Mark j. Golden
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Washington, D.C. 20036

George Y. Wheeler
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United States Small Business
Administration
409 3rd Street, S.W.
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232 S. Capitol Avenue
Suite 1000
Lansing, MI 48933

jay C. Keithley
Leon M. Kenstenbaum
SPRINT Corporation
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Division
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Washington, D.C. 20250
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901 Main Street
Dallas, TX 75202

David M. Cohen
220 West 98th Street
Apartment 11 H
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President
Urban Telecommunications, Inc.
330 Coster Street
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john W. Hunter
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Suite 400
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2200 Washington Square
100 Washington Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55401

Derwood So Chase, jr.
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Suite 607
Washington, D.C. 20036
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Washington, D.C. 20006-4103

R. Gerard Salemme
Senior V.P. - Federal Affairs
McCaw Cellular Communications
1150 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
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